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THE  court  records  of  Washington 
County,  Kentucky,  have  thrown 
much  light  on  the  early  activities  of 
the  Lincolns  and  the  families  asso- 
ciated with  them.  Copies  of  a  few  of 
these  records  are  made  available  in 
this  issue  of  The  Lincoln  Kinsman. 

Marriage  Bonds 

Barlow,  Cornelius  and  Sibert,  Caty, 
Feb.  20,  1796. 
Aaron    Barlow,    Peter    and    Caty 
Sibert. 

Barlow,    John   and   Burris,    Prisilla, 
Mar.  1796. 
Thomas  Burris 

Berry,  Edward  and  Brazelton,  Polly, 
Aug.  15,  1808. 
James  Brazelton. 

Berry,  Francis  and  Brazelton,  Betsy, 
Nov.  25,  1799. 
Isaac  Brazelton. 


NOTE :  The  names  copied  under  the  contract- 
ing parties'  names  appear  on  the  marriage 
papers  as  parents,  guardians  or  bondsmen. 


Berry,  James  and  Berry,  Gracie,  Nov. 

4,  1801. 
David  Jones. 

Berry,  James  and  Baird,  Nancy,  July 
13,  1814. 

Boone,  Henry  and  Mudd,  Mary,  Dec. 

5,  1797. 
William  Mudd 

Bowling,   James,   Jr.   and   Morrison, 
Jane,  Jan.  23,  1818. 
James  Bowling,  Sr. 

Brown,  Thomas  C.  and  Berry,  Ma- 
riah,  Nov.  21,  1821. 
Richard  and  Margaret  Berry. 

Brumfield,  Richard  and  Pyburn,  Pol- 
ly, Jan.  3,  ? 
Richard  Thompson. 

Brumfield,  Robert  and  Barlow,  Eliza- 
beth, Feb.  5,  1796. 
Christopher  Barlow. 

Brumfield,     William     and     Lincoln, 
Ann,  Feb.  3,  1801. 
Mordecai  and  Bersheba  Lincoln. 
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Buckley,  Robert  and  Berry,  Rachel, 
Nov.  28,  1809. 

Cheatham,    Ruben    and    Thompson, 
Betsy,  Sept.  13,  1803. 
William  Merrideth. 

Grume,    Ralph    and    Lincoln,    Mary, 
Aug.  5,  1801. 
Mordecai  and  Bersheba  Lincoln. 

Depew,    John    and    Grigsby,    Polly, 
Dec.  7,  1813. 
James  Grigsby,  Sr. 

Dorsey,   Joseph   and   Barlow,   Mary, 
Feb.  24,  1802. 
Levi  Barlow. 

Dorsey,  Richard  and  Jeffries,  Lucy, 
Sept.  10,  1808. 

Everett,  Joseph  and  Brumfield,  Susan, 
Nov.  26,  1798. 
John  Brumfield. 

Gray,   John    and   Thompson,    Sally, 
Jan.  3,  1803. 
Lawrence  Thompson. 

Grigsby,     Nathaniel     and     Keeling, 

Sarah,  Sept.  6,  ? 
Grundy,  Felix  and  McElroy,  Esther, 

Aug.  28,  1811. 

Hayden,  Basil  and  Raper,  Mary,  July 
9,  1795. 
James  Raper. 

Head,  Round  and  Ogle,  Polly,  April 
8,  1801. 
Bigger  Head  and  Joseph  Ogle. 

Herndon,  William  and  Taylor,  Juliet, 
Jan.  3,  1815. 
John  Harrington. 

Hundley,    William    H.    and    Berry, 
Louise,  Nov.  4,  1824. 

Jarvis,  David  and  Berry,  Gracy,  Nov. 
4,  1801. 
Morris  (x)  Berry. 


Lincoln,  Abraham  and  Mudd,  Eliza- 
beth Lucretia,  Jan.  20,  1819. 
Hezekiah  Mudd. 

Lincoln,    Josiah    and    Barlow,    Caty, 
Feb.  21,  1801. 
Christopher  (x)  Barlow. 

Lincoln,  Thomas  and  Hanks,  Nancy, 
June  10,  1806. 
Richard  Berry. 

Marks,  John  and  Brumfield,  Susanna, 
Dec.  2,  1800. 
Richard  Brumfield. 

Melton,    Michael    and    Clark,    Jane, 
Aug.  22,  1808. 
David  Clark. 

Mitchell,    Daniel    and    Berry,    Jane, 
Dec.  29,  1791. 
Frances  Berry. 

Mitchell,    James    R.    and    Mitchell, 
Nancy  R.,  Jan.  18,  1822. 
Daniel  Mitchell. 

Mitchell,  Robert  and  Mitchell,  Sarah, 
Jan.  3,  1819. 
Daniel  Mitchell. 

Mitchell,  William  H.  and  Berry,  Mary 
H.,  Feb.  6,  1822. 
Francis  Berry. 

Mudd,  Frances  and  Hayden,  Mildred, 
Mar.  1,  1797. 
Will  Jarvis. 

Mudd,  James  and  Hayden,  Mrs.  Cor- 
nelia, May  1,  1797. 
Mordecai  Lincoln. 

Owens,  James  and  Wade,  Sarah,  Feb. 
22,  1896. 
John     Wade,     Wm.     Paris,     John 
Wade,  Jr. 

Pottinger,  William  and  Melton,  Mary, 
Jan.  19,  1795. 
Stnatious  and  John  Melton. 
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Riney,  Basil  and  Spaulding,  Eleanor, 
Oct.  1,  1795. 
Leon  Hamilton  and  Ben  Spaulding. 

Riney,  Zachariah  and  Bowls,  Sarah, 
Feb.  12,  1824. 
Arnold  Becket. 

Rogers,   William   and   Rutter,   Eliza- 
beth, Dec.  2,  1793. 
John  Rogers. 

Sibert,    John    and    Barlow,    Sarah, 
Sept.  7,  1807. 
Jacob  and  Henry  Barlow. 

Sibert,    Peter    and    Bridges,    Mary, 
Aug.  31,  1801. 
Josiah  Lincoln. 

Speed,    Thomas    and    Allen,    Mary, 
Jan.  9,  1810. 
John  Rowan. 

Thompson,  John  and  Mitchell,  Sally, 
Jan.  17,  1800. 
Daniel  Mitchell. 

Tucker,  James  and  Thompson,  Sarah, 
Jan.  6,  1802. 

Webb,  Nehemiah  and  Waller,  Mary, 
Dec.  9,  1799. 
John  Waller. 

Winman,  Lewis  and  Huss,  Elizabeth, 
Jan.  22,  1793. 
Thomas  Mitchell  and  George  Huss. 

Yocum,  Thomas  and  Berry,  Elizabeth, 
Aug.  3,  1814. 

Marriage  Certificates 

Janne  Berry  Certificate 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  Richard 
Berry  do  freely  consent  and  agree  to 
the  contract  of  marriage  that  is  now 
between    Daniel    Mitchell    and    my 


daughter  Janne  Berry  and  do  author- 
ize you  to  issue  lisence  on  the  same, 
given  under  my  hand  this  29  day  of 
December  1791. 

Ritcberd  Berry 

Test  James   

Frances  Berry 

Cornelia  Hayden  Certificate 

I  do  certify  that  Cornelia  Hayden 
is  of  age  and  am  willing  that  you 
shall  sign  my  name  to  a  bond  surety 

for  James  Mudd  at  the  

to  marry  the  said  Cornelia  Hayden 
the  Widow  of  William  Hayden,  de- 
ceased.   1st  day  of  May  1797. 

Mordecai  Lincoln 
John  Reed  clerk 
Test,  Luke  Mudd. 

Sarah  Mitchell  Certificate 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  John  Reed  issuing  a  mar- 
riage lisence  to  John  Thompson  to 
Sarah  Mitchell  my  ward. 
Jan  17  1800 

Daniel  Mitchell 
garden 

Test,  Moses  Rice 

Frances  Berry 

Ann  Lincoln  Certificate 

Sir  you  will  please  to  give  a  lisence 
for  William  Brumfield  to  marry  Ann 
Lincoln  my  daughter,  given  under  my 
hand  this  3rd  day  of  February  1801. 

Bersheba  Lincoln 
Test  Mordecai  Lincoln 
Peter  Skulkee 
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Peter  Sibert  Certificate 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  matter 
now  depending  between  my  daughter 
and  Peter  Sibert  is  well  approved  by 
me  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal 
August  16,  1801. 

Kathren  Bridges 
Josiah  Lincoln 
Thomas  Lincoln 

Lincoln-Hanks  Bond 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents 
that  we  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Richard 
Berry  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto 
his  excellence  the  Governor  of  Ken- 
tucky for  the  just  and  full  sum  of 
fifty  pounds  current  money  the  pay- 
ment of  which  will  and  truly  be  made 
to  the  said  governor  and  his  succes- 
sors, we  bind  ourselvs  our  heirs  etc. 
jointly  and  severally  firmly  by  these 
presents  sealed  with  our  seal  and 
dated  the  10th.  day  of  June  1806 
The  condition  of  the  above  obligation 
is  such  that  whereas  there  is  a  mar- 
riage shortly  intended  between  the 
above  bound  Thomas  Lincoln  and 
Nancy  Hanks  for  which  a  lisence  has 
issued  Now  if  there  be  no  lawful 
cause  to  obstruct  the  said  marriage 


then   this   obligation   to   be  void   or 

else  to  remain  in  full  force  or  virtue 

in  law. 

Thomas  Lincoln 

Richard    Berry 

garden 

Witness 

John  H.  Parrott 

Minister's  Certificate 

Washington  County 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  follow- 
ing is  a  true  list  of  marriages  sol- 
emnized by  me  the  subscriber  from 
the  28th  of  April  1806  until  the  date 
hereof. 

June   26th   1806   joined   together   in 
the    Holy    Estate    of    Matrimony 
agreeable     to    the    rules     of    the 
M.  E.  C. 
Morris  Berry  and  Peggy  Simms 

Nov  27th  1806  David  Mize  &  Hannah 
Xter 

March  5  1807  Charles  Ridge  &  Anna 
Davis 

March  24  1807  John  Head  &  Sally 
Clark 

March  27th  Benjamin  Clark  &  Dolly 
Head 

Jany  14th  Edward  Pyle  &  Rosanah 
McMahon 

Deer  22nd  1806  Silas  Chamberlin  & 
Betsy  West 

June    17th    1806    John    Springer    & 
Elizabeth  Ingram 

June  12th   1806  Thomas  Lincoln  & 
Nancy  Hanks 

September  23rd  1806  John  Cambion 
&  Hanah  White 

October  2nd  1806  Anthony  Lypey  & 
Keziah  Putte 
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October  23rd  1806  Aaron  Harding  & 
Hanah  Pollet 

April  5th  1807  Daniel  Payne  &  Chris- 
tiana P  -  -  ne 

July  26th  1806  Benjamin  Clark  and 
Polly  Clark 

May   1806  Hugh  Hoskins   &   Betsey 
Dyer 

September  25th   1806  John  Graham 
and  Catherine  Jones 

Given  under  my  hand  this  22  day 
of  April  1807 

Jesse  Head,  D.  M.  E.  C. 

David  Clark  heard  Charles  Melton 
father  of  Michael  Melton  say  he  was 
above  21  years  old. 

Signed,  Jesse  Head. 

Richard  Berry  Will 

In  the  name  of  God  amen,  this  19 
day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1797  I  Richard  Berry  of  the  state  of 
Ky  and  Co  of  W.  now  in  my  propper 
sences  and  mind  do  make  this  my  last 
will  and  test  viz — I  give  to  my  sons 
Richard  and  Frances  Berry  each  a 
tract  of  land  as  it  is  laid  off  by  Archi- 
bald Bilbo  which  they  have  improved. 
Also  I  give  to  my  son  Frances  a  good 
feather  bed  and  furniture  and  ten 
pounds.  Also  I  give  to  my  son  Ed- 
ward his  mare  and  saddle  and  cow 
and  rifle  gun  and  my  negro  boy  called 
Fill  and  a  good  feather  bed  and  fur- 
niture and  a  big  plow  and  tacklin. 
I  also  give  to  my  beloved  wife  Rachel 
Berry  the  mare  cold  pleasure  and  a 
good  saddle  and  a  bed  and  furniture 
forever  to  dispose  of  as  she  sees  cause 
and  I  leave  to  her  my  plantation  I 
now  live  on  and  all  the  rest  of  my 
estate  during  her  life  and  after  her 
death   I  give  the  said  plantation  to 


my  son  Edward  Berry  forever  and 
then  an  equal  division  to  be  made  be- 
tween my  seven  children  Joanna, 
Sarah,  Rachel,  Richard,  Frances, 
Jane  and  Edward  of  the  rest  of  the 
property.  Also  I  authorize  my  son 
Richard  Berry  to  make  sale  of  a  tract 
of  land  on  Doctor's  fork  in  Mercer 
County  for  use  and  benefit  of  John 
Berry's  two  children.  I  appoint  R. 
B.  and  F.  B.  to  be  ex  of  this  my  last 
will  and  test.  In  will  whereof  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  fixed  my 
seal  this  nineteenth  day  of  August 
1797. 

Richard  Berry   (L.  S.) 

Acknowledged  in  the  presence  of 
James  Ryan,  Richard  B.  Baunifold, 
Wm. 

Entered  for  probate  Dec.  4,  1798 


Richard  Berry  Estate 

Appraisal 

Appraisers — John     N. 

LaL 

ighlin, 

George     Huss,     William 

Southern, 

Mordecai  Lincoln 

1  negro  woman  Nan 

60 

0     0 

1  negro  girl  Hannah 

60 

0     0 

1  horse  Blue  skin 

18 

1  horse  Lofty 

17 

1  Sorrel  filly  Rosy 

15 

1  bay  colt  2  yrs 

11 

1  Bay  mare  Cherriot 

6 

1  black  cow 

2 

10 

1  red  cow 

3 

brindle  cow  &  calf 

3 

red  steer 

2 

14 

red  steer 

2 

8 

red  and  brindle  steer 

2 

8 

1  steer 

1 

7 

three  year-old  2  black 

2 

5 

2  red  year-old  heiffers 

1 

10 

1  red  &  white  steer 

3 
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1  feather  bed  &  furniture  4 

2  old  spining  wheels  1     4 
1  old  check  reel  8 

1  old  chest  12 

1  pair  stilyards  12 

1  table  &  7  chairs  (chears)  1 

1  cubboard  &  earthen  ware  1  16 

1  old  rifel  1   16 

3  old    basons,    ten     plates 

2  old  dishes  1  19 

4  weeding  hoes,  3  bells,  2 

axes  2     4     0 

2  old    pots   &   dutch   oven, 
large  kettles 

3  pair  of  hooks  3     0     0 


229     7     0 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents 
that  we  William  Brumfield  and  Mor- 
decai  Lincoln  are  held  and  firmly 
bound  unto  his  Excellency  James 
Garrard  esquire  Governor  of  Ken- 
tucky and  his  successors  in  the  penal 
sum  of  fifty  pounds  current  money 
the  payment  of  which  well  and  truly 
to   be  made  we  bind   ourselves   our 

heirs jointly    and    severally 

firmly  by  these  presents  sealed  with 
our  seals  and  dated  this  3rd  day  of 
February  1801 

The  conditions  of  the  above  obliga- 
tion is  such  that  if  there  should  be 
no  legal  cause  to  obstruct  a  marriage 
shortly  intended  to  be  solemnized 
between  William  Brumfield  and  Ann 
Lincoln  Daughter  to  Bersheba  Lin- 
coln When  this  obligation  to  be  void 
else  to  remain  in  force  and  virtue. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents 
that  we  Ralph  Grume  and  Mordecai 
Lincoln  are  held  and  firmly  bound 
unto  his  excellency  James  Garrard 
esquire  Governor  of  Kentucky  &  his 
successors  in  the  penal  sum  of  fifty 
pounds  Current  money  the  payment 
of  which  well  and  truly  to  be  made 

we  bind  our  selves  our  heirs 

and  administrators  jointly  and  sev- 
erally firmly  by  these  presents  sealed 
with  our  seals  and  dated  this  5th 
day  of  Aug  1 1801 

The  conditions  of  this  obligation  is 
such  that  if  there  should  be  no  legal 
cause  to  obstruct  a  marriage  shortly 
intended  to  Solemnized  between  the 
above  bound  Ralph  Grume  and  Mary 
Lincoln  both  above  the  age  of 
twentyone  years  then  this  obligation 
to  be  void  also  to  remain  in  full  force 
Attested  Wm  Caldwell 

Ralph  Crume 
Mordecai  Lincoln 

Excerpts  from  Washington  County 
Will  Books 

Henry  Barlow,  (sale  of  estate) 

Dec.  21,  1809 
To    Zachariah    Riney — 1    brindle 

cow  2£  12s 


William  Brumfield 
Mordecai  Lincoln 


Richard  Berry  Signed  Aug.  17,  1797. 
Probated  Dec.  4,  1798 
Wife— Rachel 

Children — Joanna,  Sarah,  Rachel, 
Richard,  Frances,  Jane  and  Ed- 
ward. 

"I  authorize  my  son  Richard 
Berry  to  make  sale  of  a  tract 
of  land  on  the  Doctor's  Fork 
in  Mercer  County  for  use  and 
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benefit    of   John    Berry's   two 
children". 

Executors — Richard      Berry      and 
Frances  Berry. 

Witnesses — James    Ryan,    Richard 
Brumfield,    William    Brumfield. 

Appraisers  —  John     McLaughlin, 
George  Huss. 

William   Southern 
Mordecai  Lincoln 


James  Brumfield  appraisal 

Appraisers:    Mordecai    Lincoln    & 
William   Elliott.      March    1796. 


James  Brumfield  Signed  July  3,  1795. 
Probated  Jan.  1796 
Wife — Joannah 

Sons — Robert,    Richard,    William, 
James,  Samuel,  David,  and  John. 
"To  my  wife  negro  girl  named 
Rachel" 

"Horse  to  be  sold  and  money  re- 
ceived to  purchase  negro  for 
the  family". 

"To  my  sons  Robert  and  William 
500  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson 
County". 

"As  much  of  my  estate  to  be 
sold  to  purchase  a  negro  girl 
for  my  daughter  Rachel". 

Executors — Richard    Berry,    John 
Caldwell  and  my  son  Richard. 

Witnesses — Steth  Thompson,  Fran- 
ces Berry,  John  McLaughlin. 


Parker  Calhoun  Inventor 

Exceptionally    large    medical     li- 
brary. 


Rebecah  Clifton  of  sales  Jan.  4,  1800 
Joanah     Brumfield,     large     Bible 
1-4-6. 

9  pewter  plates. 


Ignatius  Elder  sale  May  7,  1804 

Josiah  Lincoln  plains — 1-6-0. 

Mordecai   Lincoln  —  1    jointer,    1 
auger,  1  chisel — 0-7-6. 

Jesse  Head — 1  saw  &  Whetstone — 
0-15-0. 

Josiah    Lincoln — 1     fore    plain — 
0-1-6. 

Jesse  Head — 4  plance  bits — 0-4-0. 
Jesse  Head — box  old  iron — 0-8-0. 
Jesse  Head — 1  hatchet — 3-6. 
Richard  Berry — 1  kettle— 1-16-0. 
Josiah  Lincoln — 1   pott — 13-. 

Francis       Berry — dictionary — 16- 
(the  only  book). 


Edward   Lingden   Head 

Signed  Nov.  1796. 
Probated  Dec.  1,  1796 
Wife— Priscilla 
Sons — Bigger  and  John 
Daughters — Martha  and  son  in  law 
James  Paxton. 
Lucy  and  son  in  law  Zedock 
Mary,  Priscilla. 

Executors — My      brother      Bigger 
Head,  and  his  son  Henry  Head. 

Witnesses — John  McLaughlin,  Pe- 
ter Adams,  Richard  Brumfield. 


Robert  Logan's  Estate  appraised  by 
Sept.  1,  1798 
Richard    Berry,    Daniel    Mitchell, 
John  Davis. 
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Mudd,  Charles  August  2,  1828 

Children — Eleanor,  Elizabeth  Lin- 
coln, Nancy  Hagan,  Loretta 
Cracraft,  Artemisa  Noble,  Do- 
natus,  Austin,  Patrick,  Robert, 
John  Baptist,  Lewis. 


Mudd,  William  the  year  1800 

Wife — Elizabeth — "The  land  I  now 
live  on  purchased  from  Grundy 
...  on  Cartright  Creek". 

Children — Richard,  William,  Hen- 
rietta Sanberry,  Mary  Boone, 
and  Waller. 

William  Mudd 


Thomas  Riney  June  1794 

Nov.  5,  1795 

Children:  Mary,  Nancy,  Thomas, 
Zachariah  Riney  (20  pounds  for 
use  of  my  daughter  Henryetta. 
Ex:  Henryetta  Wortham,  Mary 
Gresta,  Zachariah  Riney,  Joseph 
Alver. 

Thomas  X.  Riney 
(No  books  listed  in  his  inventory). 


Zachary  Taylor  Signed,  May  3,  1794. 
Probated  Nov.  6,  1794 
Wife — Prudence 
Children — John,  George,  Norman, 

Uriah,  Ann,  Mary  and  Ellen. 
Executors — George    Taylor,    John 
Taylor,  Samuel  Peter. 

Witnesses — Richard    Peter,    Thos. 
Turpin,  Clifton  x  Taylor. 


Joseph  Thompson  April  2,  1804 

Wife — Nancy 
Children — James  and  Thomas 


Steth  Thompson  Signed  Nov.  5,  1795 
Probated  Jan.  7, 1796 
Wife— Elizabeth 

Sons  —  Beves,     Steth,     William, 
Charles,  James,  Starling,  Stephen. 
Executors — John  Davis,  John  Cald- 
well, John  Thompson,  Richard 
Thompson. 

Witnesses — John  Shackelford,  John 
McLaughlin,  Adam  Row. 

Steth  Thompson 


Josiah  Wilson  Well 

Wife:  Hannah.  The  land  where  I 
now  live  lying  east  of  Pleasant 
Run. 
Children:  George  (1)  100  acres 
lying  west  of  Pleasant  Run  to  be- 
gin at  my  lower  line  by  the 
school  house  to  run  with  that  line 
to  Hardin's  corner,  thence  to 
Hardin's  line. 

(2)  Caty — House    where    Wright 
Cunningham  now  lives, 

(3)  Jonathan 

(4)  Josiah — Where  Levi  Springer 
lives. 

(5)  Samuel 

(6)  John  Hardin  Wilson 

(7)  Aulbury     (Cartwright    Settle- 
ment) 

(8)  Marut. 

(9)  Harriet. 

Witnesses:   Jessie  Head,  Jacob  So- 
duski,  Sam'l  Robertson. 
Feb.  6,  1804      Josiah  Wilson 
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